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 1 
 2 

STAUNTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 3 
September 23, 2025 4 

5:30 p.m. 5 
Council Chambers 6 

 7 
PRESENT: Michael Brown, Vice Chair 8 
 Dennis Blanton 9 
 Carter Lively  10 
 Alexander Avery 11 
 12 
ABSENT: Deneen Brannock, Chair   13 
 14 
ALSO PRESENT:  Linda Nesselrodt, Historic Preservation Coordinator 15 
   Frank Strassler, Historic Staunton Foundation  16 
   Brad Arrowood, City Council Liaison 17 
 Meggie Taylor, Acting Clerk to Historic Preservation Commission  18 
  19 
Mr. Brown called the meeting to order: “As Chair, I call this meeting of the Staunton Historic 20 
Preservation Commission to order. I note that this meeting is being broadcast over the city’s cable 21 
channel and streamed live on the city’s website so that members of the public may hear our meeting 22 
and participate virtually. The meeting is also being recorded.” 23 
 24 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 25 
 26 
The moment of silence was observed. 27 
 28 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 29 
 30 
Mr. Avery moved to approve the minutes of the August 26, 2025 meeting as presented. 31 
 32 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Blanton and carried as follows: 33 
 34 
 35 
  Ms. Brannock absent  Mr. Brown aye 36 
  Mr. Avery aye  Mr. Lively aye 37 
  Mr. Blanton aye 38 
 39 
NEW BUSINESS 40 
       41 
a. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  42 
 Zachary Kent 43 
 216 W. Frederick Street 44 
 Replace Garage Door 45 
 46 
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Mr. Brown informed the commission that this request had been withdrawn by the applicant. 47 
 48 
b. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  49 
  Brek J Sparks 50 
 631 W. Frederick Street 51 
 Replace Roof, Install Fence, Handrails on Porch 52 
 53 
As there was no applicant present for this request, Mr. Brown moved on to the next item.  54 
 55 
c. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  56 
 Robert & Brenda Mead 57 
 Wendy Meyer, Working Nature 58 
  342 Sherwood Ave 59 
 Add retaining wall, handrails to porch steps 60 
 61 
Discussion: 62 
Ms. Meyer described the project to the commission, as included in the agenda packet. She stated 63 
the new railing would be a safer, simpler style with less maintenance.  64 
 65 
Mrs. Mead spoke and indicated the project will make it easier to mow and garden. 66 
 67 
The commission had no questions or comments.  68 
 69 
Mr. Strassler noted the project will fit in well with the surrounding area.  70 
 71 
Motion: 72 
Mr. Lively moved that the certificate of appropriateness be approved as submitted. The motion 73 
was made on the basis that the material and rubble appearance relates to the Bungalow architectural 74 
style. The random rubble stone will differentiate between the new addition to the landscape and 75 
the surrounding historic materials. The proposed railings also meet the guidelines in terms of 76 
material, design and placement. 77 
 78 
Citing the Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation and the Staunton Historic District 79 
Design Guidelines: 80 
 81 
C. Fences & Walls, 7, 8 & 9 82 
 83 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Blanton and carried as follows: 84 
 85 
  Ms. Brannock absent  Mr. Brown aye 86 
  Mr. Avery aye  Mr. Lively aye 87 
  Mr. Blanton aye 88 
 89 
d. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  90 
 Amy Broderick 91 
 803 W Beverley St 92 
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  Remove Chimney 93 
 94 
Discussion: 95 
 96 
Ms. Broderick spoke to the commission and explained the need for her request. She stated that the 97 
inside of chimney is crumbling and not usable, but that the roof is in need of repair, and  having to 98 
keep chimney is cost prohibitive.  99 
 100 
Mr. Avery asked how many fireplaces were originally in the building.  101 
 102 
Ms. Broderick indicated she was not sure.  103 
 104 
Mr. Avery asked how it was determined the chimney is unusable.  105 
 106 
Ms. Broderick indicated that a professional chimney sweep had advised her the chimney was no 107 
longer usable, and noted it is extremely difficult to access portion of attic where the chimney is 108 
crumbling.  109 
 110 
Mr. Avery stated it seemed as if the chimney would need to be rebuilt, and asked the applicant if 111 
she had received any cost estimates to re build the chimney. 112 
 113 
Ms. Broderick answered that she had not, as if her request is denied she will likely omit that portion 114 
of the project. 115 
 116 
Mr. Avery asked if the chimney has been capped.  117 
 118 
Ms. Broderick answered it had not been, as it was only leaking through the flashing and that a 119 
home inspector had informed her it was no longer stable. 120 
 121 
Mr. Lively asked if there were two flues or one.  122 
 123 
Ms. Broderick indicated she was unsure.  124 
 125 
Mr. Avery stated that while he sympathizes with the expense of the project, removing chimneys 126 
in the historic district is strictly against the guidelines.  127 
 128 
Ms. Broderick expressed her understanding, but noted the cost prohibitive nature of the project.  129 
 130 
Mr. Avery stated the commission had to follow the guidelines put forward by the state.  131 
 132 
Mr. Blanton noted there is an appeals process with city council.  133 
 134 
Mr. Lively asked if there was metal wrapped around the chimney, to which Ms. Broderick 135 
indicated there was and that it was in place when she bought the house and is unsure of the purpose. 136 
 137 
Ms. Broderick asked the commission if the chimney were to fall off, would she be obligated to 138 
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replace it; the commission answered yes. 139 
 140 
Mr. Lively noted the metal wrapping could be causing problems.  141 
 142 
Mr. Arrowood asked if she had considered repointing the chimney from the roof up as a cost 143 
effective alternative.  144 
 145 
Mr. Blanton agreed and noted that was in line with Mr. Strassler’s recommendation, included in 146 
the staff report.  147 
 148 
Motion: 149 
 150 
Mr. Avery made a motion to deny the request as the project does not comply with the Secretary of 151 
Interior Standards for Rehabilitation and the Staunton Historic District Design Guidelines 152 
 153 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Lively and carried as follows: 154 
 155 
  Ms. Brannock absent  Mr. Brown aye 156 
  Mr. Avery aye  Mr. Lively aye 157 
  Mr. Blanton aye 158 
 159 
e. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  160 
 Paula Rau 161 
 115 Madison Place 162 
 Install Skylights on Rear 163 
 164 
Discussion: 165 
Ms. Rau described her request to the commission, as included in the agenda packet. She is 166 
requesting skylights. She noted that she had previously applied for dormers, and was approved but 167 
decided not to go through with the project and believes this project is similar.  168 
 169 
Mr. Blanton thanked her for the clear application.  170 
 171 
Mr. Strassler noted he had no concerns, as stated in the agenda packet. 172 
 173 
Motion: 174 
Mr. Lively moved to approve the addition of two new skylights as proposed to the roof of 115 175 
Madison Place. 176 
 177 
Citing the Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation and the Staunton Historic District 178 
Design Guidelines: 179 
 180 
#5 for existing buildings, #2, #9, R Additions, #1,2,3,5,6 181 
 182 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Avery and carried as follows: 183 
 184 
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  Ms. Brannock absent  Mr. Brown aye 185 
  Mr. Avery aye  Mr. Lively aye 186 
  Mr. Blanton aye 187 
 188 
 189 
f. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  190 
 Jonathan Wright 191 
 Michael C. Brown, Architect 192 
 114-126 S. Lewis Street 193 
 Install New Windows 194 
 195 
Mr. Brown recused himself due to conflict of interest.  196 
 197 
Discussion: 198 
Mr. Brown, speaking as the applicant’s architect, described the project as included in the agenda 199 
packet.  200 
 201 
Mr. Blanton asked Mr. Strassler if he had any comments on the application. Mr. Strassler noted 202 
that usually adding windows is not recommended in the historic district, because of the placement 203 
of the proposed window on a secondary wall he was recommending approval.  204 
 205 
Motion: 206 
Mr. Avery moved that the application for a Certificate of Appropriateness be approved as 207 
proposed. 208 
 209 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Lively and carried as follows: 210 
 211 
  Ms. Brannock absent  Mr. Brown abstain 212 
  Mr. Avery aye  Mr. Lively aye 213 
  Mr. Blanton aye 214 
 215 
 216 
OLD BUSINESS 217 
 218 

a. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  219 
Gary Clark 220 
Annie Mathot, Bluebird Design Company 221 
110 S. Lewis Street 222 
HVAC Screening 223 

 224 
Discussion: 225 
 226 
Ms. Mathot informed the commission she was there for a revision to chiller unit, as included in 227 
the agenda packet.  228 
 229 
Ms. Mathot asked the commission if screening would be necessary.  230 
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 231 
Mr. Avery asked if the screening would be painted or stained a dark color. Ms. Mathot answered 232 
yes.  233 
 234 
Mr. Strassler noted he thought the screening was necessary to hide the addition of the equipment 235 
on the rooftop. 236 
 237 
Mr. Blanton agreed that screening seemed like an appropriate solution.  238 
 239 
Motion: 240 
 241 
Mr. Blanton moved to approve the certificate of appropriateness that has been revised for 110 242 
South Lewis Street, specifically concerning the installation of a chiller unit with the condition that 243 
the chiller unit be screened with a wood slat structure on two sides will be stained or painted. 244 
 245 
Citing the Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation and the Staunton Historic District 246 
Design Guidelines: 247 
 248 
VII.  Guidelines for Additions R #1,2,3,4,5 249 
Secretary of Interior Guidelines 250 
 251 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Lively and carried as follows: 252 
   253 
  Ms. Brannock absent  Mr. Brown aye 254 
  Mr. Avery aye  Mr. Lively aye 255 
  Mr. Blanton aye 256 
 257 

a. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  258 
St. Francis of Assisi, Mr. Mathias Lusembo 259 
Matthew Fitzgerald, The Luchair Company LLC 260 
118 N. New Street 261 
Window Replacement 262 

 263 
Discussion: 264 
Mr. Fitzgerald returned to the commission with revised plans as included in the agenda packet.  265 
 266 
Mr. Lively asked why the windows were set in their current position, and Mr. Fitzgerald stated he 267 
believes it was to be in line with the kitchen counters, which is the reason for the request as he has 268 
no plans to remodel the kitchen. 269 
 270 
Mr. Lively moved to approve the certificate of appropriateness to replace non-historic 271 
“replacement” windows installed approximately 40 years ago and in 2004. The motion was made 272 
on the basis that the proposed new windows are aluminum clad without divisions. The project goal 273 
is to meet the zoning code by relacing noncharacter defining elements in-kind while using matched 274 
new units. The new units will be sized to better fit the historic openings. All remaining historic 275 
windows, molding, and hardware are to be retained. 276 
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 277 
Citing the Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation and the Staunton Historic District 278 
Design Guidelines: 279 
 280 
V.  Guidelines for Windows, #3,4,8,9 281 
Secretary of Interior Guidelines 282 
 283 
The motion was seconded by Mr.  Blanton and carried as follows: 284 
   285 
  Ms. Brannock absent  Mr. Brown aye 286 
  Mr. Avery aye  Mr. Lively aye 287 
  Mr. Blanton aye 288 

 289 
OTHER BUSINESS 290 
 291 
Ms. Nesselrodt indicated the minutes for this meeting would be simplified, as full recordings are 292 
now posted on YouTube.  293 
 294 
ADJOURNMENT 295 
 296 
The Vice Chair adjourned the meeting at 6:14 p.m.  297 
 298 

___________________________  299 
  Meggie Taylor 300 
                                                                       Acting Clerk to Historic Preservation Commission 301 
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