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STAUNTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
November 6, 2025
12:00 p.m.
Council Chambers

PRESENT: Deneen Brannock, Chair
Dennis Blanton
Carter Lively
Alexander Avery

ABSENT: Michael Brown, Vice Chair

ALSO PRESENT: Linda Nesselrodt, Historic Preservation Coordinator
Frank Strassler, Historic Staunton Foundation
Brad Arrowood, City Council Liaison
Meggie Taylor, Acting Clerk to Historic Preservation Commission

Ms. Brannock called the meeting to order: “As Chair, I call this meeting of the Staunton Historic
Preservation Commission to order. I note that this meeting is being broadcast over the city’s cable
channel and streamed live on the city’s website so that members of the public may hear our meeting
and participate virtually. The meeting is also being recorded.”

MOMENT OF SILENCE

The moment of silence was observed.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Avery moved to approve the minutes of the September 23, 2025 meeting as presented.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Blanton and carried as follows:

Ms. Brannock aye Mr. Brown absent
Mr. Avery aye Mr. Lively aye
Mr. Blanton aye

NEW BUSINESS

a. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
Barristers Row Staunton
5 Lawyers Row
Add Handrails and Masonry Tie Locations

These minutes are intended to summarize the meetings of the Staunton Historic Preservation
Committee. Full recordings of each meeting can be found on the City’s Youtube page.
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Discussion:

The applicant introduced the project as included in the Agenda Packet and noted that the project
was necessary to maintain structural integrity. Ms. Brannock read the recommendation from
Historic Staunton Foundation as included in the Agenda Packet. There were no questions from the
Commission.

Motion:
Mr. Lively made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of the

handrails and structural stars (Star Bolts) as proposed.

Citing: Staunton Historic District Design Guidelines E. Possible Accessibility Solutions, #2
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, #1,2,9,10

The motion was seconded by Mr. Blanton and carried as follows:

Ms. Brannock aye Mr. Brown absent
Mr. Avery aye Mr. Lively aye
Mr. Blanton aye

b. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
Joffre Essley
201 N. Madison Street
Add Parking Area

Discussion:

The applicant introduced the project as included in the Agenda Packet. Ms. Brannock read the
recommendation from Historic Staunton Foundation as included in the Agenda Packet. Mr.
Blanton asked the applicant if the conditions recommended by Historic Staunton Foundation were
acceptable. The applicant indicated he would be able to accommodate the recommendations,
specifically the landscape edging. Ms. Nesselrodt asked the applicant to clarify what type of gravel
they would be using. The applicant informed the commission it was locally sourced, small sorted
standard gravel typically used for paver bases. Ms. Brannock asked if there would be a curb cut,
and the applicant indicated there would not be. Ms. Nesselrodt noted that applicant would still
need City approval for this project separate from the Historic Commission’s approval, and that the
city requires at least a #47 stone that is compacted.

Motion:

Mr. Blanton made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for 201 N Madison Street
for installing a gravel parking area at the rear of the building. To mitigate the parking as the
dominant visual feature the parking will be constructed to: 1. Retain the gravel with edging made
of complimentary materials such as wood timber, steel, stone, or brick. 2. Retain the gravel using
a paver grid so that it does not spread into the street. 3. Use plant material along the perimeter and
to tie the parking with the sidewalk, house, and rest of the yard to soften the appearance and to
create a garden like appearance. To ensure that any new paving material is compatible with the
context of traditional materials found on surrounding sites: 1. Use angular crushed gravel with
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brown and gold color, or crushed brick instead of the utilitarian appearance of the grey
limestone/bluestone.
Citing: Staunton Historic District Design Guidelines V. Guidelines for Site Design & Elements -
A. Walkways, Driveways, & Parking, #3,4,5,6,9

Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, #1,2,9,10

The motion was seconded by Mr. Avery and carried as follows:

Ms. Brannock aye Mr. Brown absent
Mr. Avery aye Mr. Lively aye
Mr. Blanton aye

c. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
Paul and Lynda Dembowski

933 W. Beverley Street

Repair Front Steps/Retaining Wall

Discussion:

The applicant introduced the project as included in the Agenda Packet and noted that the steps are
in dangerous condition, but had found a mason who completed similar work for a neighbor to take
on the project. Ms. Brannock read the recommendation from Historic Staunton Foundation as
included in the Agenda Packet. Mr. Avery questioned the techniques in use by the Mason for the
repair and expressed concern for the longevity of the proposed work. The applicant questioned
why other projects of similar nature had been approved by the committee, and if it was the
commission’s preference that the steps be removed and rebuilt. Mr. Avery indicated that was not
their preference, but rather to see the repairs done properly and the historic materials maintained.
Mr. Avery reminded the applicant it is the role of the Commission to enforce the Historic
Guidelines. The applicant asked Ms. Nesselrodt if he would be able to repair 50% of the steps
without approval from the commission, and Ms. Nesselrodt answered yes, if using in kind
materials. Ms. Brannock asked the applicant if he preferred the commission to table the item or
make a decision this evening. Ms. Nesselrodt also noted that if he did not intend to go through
with the project it could be withdrawn. The applicant indicated he would prefer the commission
make a decision that evening.

Motion:

Mr. Blanton made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for 933 West Beverly
Street to repair the stairs and retaining walls as recommended by Historic Staunton Foundation,
and also recommended that the applicant reconsider the approach to the repairs and noted that
repairs should be limited to areas of spalled surfaces by matching the concrete finish as closely as
possible to match the existing concrete, and that the cheek walls and concrete steps are repaired in
a similar fashion, using spot repairs to match the existing concrete.

Citing: Staunton Residential Historic District Guidelines, Section 4, Part A, #8,9
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The motion was seconded by Mr. Avery and carried as follows:

Ms. Brannock aye Mr. Brown absent
Mr. Avery aye Mr. Lively aye
Mr. Blanton aye

OLD BUSINESS

d. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
Brek J. Sparks
631 W. Frederick Street
Replace Roof, Install Fence, Handrails on Porch

Discussion:

The applicant introduced the project as included in the Agenda Packet. Ms. Brannock read the
recommendation from Historic Staunton Foundation as included in the Agenda Packet. Ms.
Nesselrodt asked the applicant if the roof was currently a shingle roof, and would it be replaced
with the same type of shingle roof. The applicant answered yes, it will be the same type of shingles.
The applicant also mentioned replacing a window, and Ms. Brannock reminded the applicant he
would need to come back to the commission to get that approved.

Motion:
Mr. Avery moved that the Certificate of Appropriateness be approved for installation of the steel
fencing and porch railing as proposed, in addition to roof repair and shingle replacement with low
profile asphalt shingles.
Citing:
Citing: Staunton Residential Historic District Guidelines, Architectural Details & Trim 3&5, Roof
Elements 5

Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, #1,2,4,5,6,9,10

The motion was seconded by Mr. Blanton and carried as follows:

Ms. Brannock absent Mr. Brown aye
Mr. Avery aye Mr. Lively aye
Mr. Blanton aye

OTHER BUSINESS

Ms. Nesselrodt asked the commission if they would like to move the date of the December meeting
from the fourth Tuesday to the third Tuesday due to potential holiday scheduling conflicts. The
commission decided to stay with the fourth Tuesday, but may revisit the topic at the regular
November meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
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The Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:45 p.m.

Meggie Taylor
Acting Clerk to Historic Preservation Commission
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