




















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS,  in 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of 
Agriculture that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees; 
and  

 
WHEREAS,  this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting 

of more than a million trees in Nebraska; and 
 
WHEREAS,  Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world; 

and 
 
WHEREAS,  trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and 

water, cut heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, 
clean the air, produce oxygen, and provide habitat for wildlife; and 

 
WHEREAS,  trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, 

fuel for our fires and countless other wood products; and 
 
WHEREAS,  trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic 

vitality of business areas, and beautify our community; and 
 
WHEREAS, trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual 

renewal; and 
 
WHEREAS, 2026 marks the 50th anniversary of the Tree City USA program, a 

nationwide initiative that has recognized thousands of communities 
committed to the planting, care, and celebration of trees; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Staunton is being honored this year for the 30th time as 

a “Tree City USA” by the Arbor Day Foundation.  
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, by Staunton City Council, that April 
24, 2026, is hereby designated as 

Arbor Day 
in the City of Staunton, and City Council urges the residents of Staunton, the region, and 
communities across the country to celebrate Arbor Day, to support efforts to protect our 
trees and woodlands, and to plant trees to warm the heart and promote the well-being of 
this and future generations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and caused the seal of the city to be 
affixed, adopted this 23rd day of April, 2026. 

                

CITY OF STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 

Proclamation 
Arbor Day 

April 24, 2026 

  ___________________________________ 
MICHELE D. EDWARDS, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: _______________________ 
      CLERK OF COUNCIL 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS,  economic development professionals across Virginia work every 
day with businesses, educational institutions, government leaders 
and community partners to strengthen local economies and ensure 
vibrant communities for current and future generations; and  

 
WHEREAS,  economic development is a strategic investment that helps create 

high-quality jobs, attract new businesses, support existing 
industries and generate revenues that sustain essential services such 
as education, transportation, housing, and healthcare; and 

 
WHEREAS,  from July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2024, Virginia recorded more 

than 900 company announcements, over 85,000 new jobs and 
nearly $170 billion in capital investment; and 

 
WHEREAS,  approximately 72 percent of those announcements came from 

existing businesses expanding in their communities; and 
 
WHEREAS,  economic development professionals serve as connectors, bringing 

together residents, elected officials, business leaders, educators, 
and regional partners to expand opportunity; and 

 
WHEREAS, Economic Development Week provides an opportunity to 

recognize the vital role these professionals play in fostering 
innovation, supporting business success, and improving quality of 
life; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, by Staunton City Council, that May 
4-8, 2026, is hereby designated as 

Economic Development Week 
in the City of Staunton, and City Council encourages the residents, businesses, and 
community partners of Staunton to recognize and celebrate the contributions of economic 
development professionals who work to expand opportunity, strengthen our economy, and 
build a prosperous future for all. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and caused the seal of the city to be 
affixed, adopted this 23rd day of April, 2026. 

                

CITY OF STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 

Proclamation 
Economic Development Week 

May 4-8, 2026 

  ___________________________________ 
MICHELE D. EDWARDS, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: _______________________ 
      CLERK OF COUNCIL 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WHEREAS,  every year on the second Saturday in May, letter carriers 

across the country collect non-perishable food as part of 
the nation's largest one-day food drive, distributing the 
donations to local food banks; and 
 

WHEREAS,  the Letter Carriers' Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive is just 
one example of how letter carriers work to make a 
difference in the lives of those they serve. Since the pilot 
drive was held in 1991, over 1.9 billion pounds of food 
have been collected; and 
 

WHEREAS,  we recognize all letter carriers for their hard work and their 
commitment to their communities. All the food collected 
in our community stays in our community, and we support 
carriers' efforts to help those in need in Staunton; and 

WHEREAS,  we also recognize the noteworthy milestone of 34 years 
that the National Letter Carrier Food Drive celebrates in 
2026. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED by Staunton City Council 
that May 9, 2026 is hereby designated as: 
 

Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive 
Day 

in the City of Staunton, and we encourage the citizens of our community to 
support the Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive by placing non-
perishable food items for donation to the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank in or 
near your mailbox on the morning of Food Drive Day. Your letter carrier and 
volunteers will pick up your donation, and together, we can all help feed our 
hungry. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and caused the seal of the 
city to be affixed, adopted this 23rd day of April, 2026.  
 

 

CITY OF STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 

Proclamation 
Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive Day 

May 9, 2026  
 

     _________________________________ 
    MICHELE D. EDWARDS, MAYOR 

 ATTEST: ______________________ 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 

  

 






































