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STAUNTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
April 28, 2026
5:30 p.m.
Council Chambers

PRESENT: Deneen Brannock, Chair

Dennis Blanton

Michael Brown, Vice Chair
Carter Lively

Alexander Avery

ALSO PRESENT: Linda Nesselrodt, Historic Preservation Coordinator

Frank Strassler, Historic Staunton Foundation
Brad Arrowood, City Council Liaison
Meggie Taylor, Interim Clerk to Historic Preservation Commission

Ms. Brannock called the meeting to order: “As Chair, I call this meeting of the Staunton Historic

Preservation Commission to order. I note that this meeting is being broadcast over the city’s cable
channel and streamed live on the city’s website so that members of the public may hear our meeting
and participate virtually. The meeting is also being recorded.”

MOMENT OF SILENCE

The moment of silence was observed.

HISTORIC PREAMBLE

Ms. Brannock read the historic preamble.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Avery moved to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2026 meeting.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Lively and approved as follows:

Ms. Brannock aye Mr. Brown aye
Mr. Avery aye Mr. Lively aye
Mr. Blanton aye

NEW BUSINESS

a.

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

Johan Westenburg

113 W. Beverley Street

Remove Storefront Window, New Bulkhead with Counter,
Install Rollup Garage Door

Discussion: Niki West on behalf of Johan Westenburg (who participated virtually). Ms. West
described the project as included in the agenda packet, requesting a half wall with a roll up
window. The space would be used for a cidery tasting room, to drive tourism and visitation down

These minutes are intended to summarize the meetings of the Staunton Historic Preservation

Committee. Full recordings of each meeting can be found on the City's YouTube page.
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to that end of Beverley St. The window would primarily be used to provide an open-air flow,
with potential for counter seating on the outside during Shop and Dine Out Downtown.

Ms. Brannock asked Mr. Strassler to give his recommendation before further discussion.

Recommendation: Mr. Strassler recapped his recommendation as included in the agenda packet
and noted this is not a contributing structure to the historic district, but is located in the Beverley
Historic District. He noted this was an uncommon request to the typical storefront. There are no
other instances of a roll-up door. This is somewhat out of character of the district and the existing
architecture. Traditional downtown storefronts have vestibules and fixed storefront windows; a
fully open roll-up facade is quite different from the surrounding architecture on Beverly Street.
The current fagade is divided roughly in thirds. The roll-up door would shift that to a half-and-
half arrangement, and its division patterns differ in proportion and orientation from the existing
entryway. The facade would likely be open most of the time in good weather, effectively
removing the storefront character when the business is active. Glass and metal framing match
what's already there, $0 no concern on that front.

Mr. Strassler outlined a series of guidelines for consideration on storefronts, new construction,
and additions for storefronts. He also provided some questions to think about as this is
considered in the guidelines in comparison to the project.

Mr. Brown questioned why the applicant had chosen to use an awning instead of using the
existing metal frame “eyebrow” roof over top of the windows and door. Ms. West answered that
it was the intent for the awnings to match other historic buildings downtown. Mr. Brown noted
he does not think trying to match the contemporary style building to other historic buildings is
the best way to go, and would rather stay true to the character of the existing structure.

Ms. Brammock shared concerns relating to the appearance of the partial garage door. She noted
she does not oppose the intent, but would prefer a folding or nano door that does not the disrupt
the vertical design aesthetic of the rest of the building. She also shared concerns with the outdoor
seating and ABC compliance.

Ms. West responded that they are considerate of ABC regulations and would ensure compliance
with all boundary rules.

Mr. Avery echoed Ms. Brannock’s concerns.

Ms. Nesselrodt shared that were they to permanently utilize sidewalk seating they would need
approval from the City Manager’s office.

Mr. Arrowood provided the example of the Pampered Palate that has tables on the sidewalk with
permission, and they serve alcohol.

Ms. Brannock is concerned with the open void of glass, thinking it prudent to maintain the
rhythm of the vertical storefront structure that we see now.

These minutes are intended to summarize the meetings of the Staunton Hisforic Preservation
Committee. Full recordings of each meeting can be found on the Cifv's YouTube page.
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Mr. Westenburg (via zoom) shared that the intent is not to provide a permanent service through
the window, but rather to provide an open-air venue with potential for seating on the outside on
the weekends, and emphasized there would be no additional tables outside, only seating facing
the inside. He stated they would like to enjoy the same business benefits that Blu Point,
Accordia, Sama Sama and others enjoy.

Ms. Brannock has no issue with the outdoor seating, instead her concern is with the design of the
new garage door. She thinks you can accomplish the same indoor/outdoor feel with a system
that has vertical panels instead of a horizontal roll-up industrial garage door look.

Mr. Westenberg stated the door has a low-profile design that rolls up and disappears entirely
between the roof and ceiling, invisible from the interior.

Mr. Blanton indicated he had no concerns overall, but understood the concerns of the other
commission members and encouraged the applicant to consider alternatives based on the

feedbacle.

Mr. Westenburg noted that if they do not use the roll up door design, they likely would not be
able to use a local company and would have to look outside of the area, and that the cost
difference between a roll up door and vertical folding door would thousands of dollars.

Mr. Avery questioned if the roll up door could be split into two panels rather than three and still
function the same way.

Mr. Westenburg answered they would look into alternatives and asked if they could be placed on
next month’s agenda.

M. Brown encouraged them to also consider the suggested awning revision.

Motion:
Mr. Brown moved to table the item until next month so that the applicant can look at design
alternatives for both the roll up door and awning.

Additional discussion: Mr. Blanton asked if the applicant could provide more detailed drawings
and photographs on the next submission. Ms. Brannock added they could consider inviting the
roll up door manufacturer to the meeting so they could answer any technical questions. Mr.
Lively asked what the outdoor seats would be used for. Ms. West answered that they would be
for additional seating when allowable. Mr. Westenburg emphasized it is not a “bar” but rather a
community table. Ms. Brannock noted a vertical door would accomplish the same goal. Mr.
Jeremy Wimpey (via Zoom) worked with applicant on obtaining the quote for door, and noted
there are some technical limitations with the roll up design but would reach out to the
manufacturer to discuss alternatives, and also asked for example of the preferred awning design.
Ms. Brannock answered that the preference is to use the existing frame for a thinner design style.

These minutes are intended to summarize the meetings of the Staunton Historic Preservation
Committee. Full recordings of each meeting can be found on the City’s YouTube page.
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Ms. Libby Hartman approached the podium and spoke in support of the project, sharing that it
would be nice to have an open-air environment, and a gentle inter-play between the inside and
outside, such as in Greenwich Village in New York.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Avery and carried as follows:

Ms. Brannock aye Mr. Brown aye
Mr. Avery aye Mr. Lively aye
Mr. Blanton aye

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.

OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business.

ADJOURNMENT
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 6:16 p.m.

Meggfé Yaylor ;
Clerk of Commission

These minutes are intended to summarize the meetings of the Siaunton Historic Preservation
Committee. Full recordings of each meeting can be found on the City’s YouTube page.




