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VIRGINTITA

REGULAR MEETING OF STAUNTON CITY COUNCIL
Thursday, August 13, 2026
7:00 p.m.
Rita S. Wilson Council Chambers

PRESENT: Mayor Michele D. Edwards
Vice Mayor Brad D. Arrowood
Adam F. Campbell
Jeff L. Overholtzer
Corrie R. Park (Remote Participant)
Blake N. Shepherd
Alice L. Woods

ABSENT: None

ALSO PRESENT: Leslie Beauregard, City Manager
Amanda DiMeo, Deputy City Manager
John Blair, City Attorney

Mayor. Edwards called the meeting to order: Mayor Edwards called this meeting of Staunton
City Council to order.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

The invocation/moment of silence was given by Councilor Park.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Edwards introduced the Interim Director of Public Works Stephen King, and invited him
to make remarks.

Mr. King stated that he was the former City Engineer of Buena Vista and County Administrator
of Rockingham County. He complimented the current Public Works staff and said he looked
forward to assisting the city hire a new Director of Public Works.

Mayor Edwards complimented the National Night Out event she attended on August 4 and thanked
the city’s public safety personnel for such a great event.
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Finally, Mayor Edwards noted that the Staunton Montessori School would have a block party at
its new home on Thormrose Avenue. She stated the block party would be on August 29 and last
from 1 to 4 in the afternoon.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS BY MEMBERS OF COUNCIL

Vice-Mayor Arrowood complimented the recent unveiling of historic markers at African-
American churches on August Street.

Councilor Park stated that she recently served on a Community Voices Panel at the Staunton Public
Library sponsored by the Staunton NAACP, LWV-SAW, and Luna’s Mutual Aid.

Councilor Overholtzer highlighted the city’s recent Less to the Landfill campaign. He pointed out
that a five percent reduction in landfill waste could save city residents tens of thousands of dollars
and put down on thousands of pounds of carbon emissions. He praised Josh Knight and the Public
Works Department for their efforts on the Less to the Landfill campaign.

He also stated that the Virginia Secretary of Agriculture gave a presentation to the Staunton Rotary
Club and stated that the fast-growing agricultural sector in Virginia is Controlled Environment
Agriculture.

REGULAR MEETING
A. Consent Agenda (Note: A copy of all Ordinances, Proclamations, and Resolutions
approved on the Consent Agenda and during the Regular Meeting shall appear at the

conclusion of these minutes.)

A.1, Approval of Minutes
Work Session and Regular Meeting of July 23, 2026

A.2. Consideration of Proclamation to be Presented in Council Chambers—Ovarian
Cancer Awareness Month

A.3. Authorization for the City Manager to Execute a Temporary Utility Easement
as a Result of West Johnson Street Right-of-Way Improvements

A.4. Consideration of Update to Personnel Policy Manual

A.S. Consideration of Amendments to Title 2 and Title 13 of the Staunton City Code
to Remove References to the City Health Officer and Sanitary Inspector

A.6 Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services FY 2027 Edward Byrne
Memorial Justice Assistance Grant- Law Enforcement Equipment

Mayor Edwards made the foilowing statement:
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“Per Procedure Memorandum No. 14, it is the policy of City Council to have routine, non-
controversial items placed on a Consent Agenda. All items on the Consent Agenda will be voted
on in one motion. If separate discussion of an item is requested by any member of Council, that
item shall be removed and considered separately at the end of the regular meeting agenda.”

Mayor Edwards asked if any Councilmembers desired to remove any item from the Consent
Agenda to be placed on the regular meeting agenda for separate consideration.

Vice-Mayor Arrowood asked that items A4, A5, and A6 be removed from the Consent Agenda.
Vice-Mayor Arrowood moved to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Campbell and carried as follows:

Ms. Woods aye Ms. Park aye
Mr. Shepherd aye Vice Mayor Arrowood aye
Mr. Campbell aye Mayor Edwards aye
Mr. Overholtzer aye

Jon Venn, the city’s Director of Human Resources, presented information about item A4. He
stated that the current policy results in salary compression issues.

Mayor Edwards asked for an example of compression issues related to compensation. Mr. Venn
responded that a City employee completed three separate certifications within one year. Each
certification carried a 10 percent salary increase. That resulted in a 30 percent salary increase for
one employee and allowed their compensation to leapfrog over longer tenured employees in the
same role.

Vice-Mayor Arrowood asked if the City Manager would be able to offer a larger increase than the
proposed increase. Mr. Venn responded that the City Manager would still be able to evaluate a
larger increase on a case-by-case basis.

Vice-Mayor Arrowood moved to approve the proposed policy change.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Overholtzer and carried as follows:

Ms. Woods aye Ms. Park aye
Mr. Shepherd aye Vice Mayor Arrowood aye
Mr. Campbell aye Mayor Edwards aye
Mr. Overholtzer aye

John Blair, City Attorney, presented information about item AS. He explained that the functions
formerly performed by the City Health Officer are now performed by the Health Department and
the Department of Public Works.
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Vice-Mayor Arrowood asked if anyone would lose their job as a result of the proposed code
amendments. Mr. Blair said no.

Vice-Mayor Arrowood moved to approve the ordinance amendments as presented.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Overholtzer and carried as follows:

Ms. Woods aye Ms. Park aye
Mr. Shepherd aye Vice Mayor Arrowood aye
Mr. Campbell aye Mayor Edwards aye
Mr. Overholtzer aye

Captain Chad Kaufman of the Staunton Police Department presented information about item A6.

Vice-Mayor Arrowood asked if this grant would fund an expansion of an existing Faraday tower.
Captain Kaufman said yes.

Councilor Campbell asked how the grant’s focus is selected. Captain Kaufman said he did not
know the mechanics of that process.

Councilor Overholtzer asked about the expected life cycle of the proposed tower expansion.
Captain Kaufman said five years.

Councilor Woods moved to authorize staff to apply for the 2027 Edward Byrne grant.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Overholtzer and carried as follows:

Ms. Woods aye Ms. Park aye
Mr. Shepherd aye Vice Mayor Arrowood aye
Mr. Campbell aye Mayor Edwards aye
Mr. Overholtzer aye

MATTERS FROM THE CITY MANAGER
The City Manager presented the following items:

The Staunton Public Library and Friends of the Library have postponed the ribbon cutting of the
Terrace Project originally scheduled for August 15. A rescheduled date will be announced in the
near future.

The Fiscal Year 2027 Budget just received the Government Finance Officers Association Budget
Presentation Award. She complimented the Department of Finance staff for winning this award.

She also thanked Councilor Overholtzer for his compliments about the Less to the Landfill
program. She also thanked Josh Knight and Michelle Powell for their efforts with the program.
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MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC

Mayor Edwards read the following statement:

“This part of City Council’s agenda is entitled matters from the public. It is a time that Council
sets aside to hear from citizens and others about a wide variety of subjects. A copy of the Staunton
City Council's ‘Matters from the Public’ rules is available in paper form at the Clerk’s desk and
online at the City of Staunton webpage. You are asked to familiarize yourself with those rules
before commenting. Please come to the podium or raise your hand, identify yourself, and complete
your remarks within five minutes,”

Randolph Bertin urged the Council to look at a large number of incremental flood resiliency
projects to increase the carrying capacity of streams. He also said that a partial daylighting of the
Wharf in order to preserve parking spaces would not increase downtown visitors. He said that Mill
Creek proves that point. He urged the Council to conduct a comprehensive public engagement
process about its actions regarding daylighting part or all of the Wharf. He stated that Staunton
does not have a parking problem, it has a walking problem.

Johan Westenburg agreed with Mr. Bertin’s points. He also pointed to the success of Yonkers,
New York in its efforts to daylight waterways. He said that daylighting and green spaces will
increase tourism and property values of Downtown parcels.

Aaron Barmer criticized the News Leader’s reporting and read an excerpt from a recent article

which he termed discriminatory lawfare. He then played a phone call he recorded of an interaction
with the Commonwealth’s Attorney Office.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before Council, the meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m,

John C. Blair, II
Clerk of Council



RESOLUTION
OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF STAUNTON, VIRGINIA
TO GRANT A TEMPORARY UTILITY EASEMENT TO
VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY
AS A RESULT OF A TRANSPORTATION PROJECT

Recitals

A. Virginia Code Section 15.2-1800 permits the Staunton City Council to grant a
temporary utility easement related to a transportation project.

B. As part of its Wharf reconstruction program, the Staunton City Council has
authorized the temporary closing of West Johnson Street for work related to the right-of-way.

C. The right-of-way improvements will require the temporary relocation of utility
infrastructure owned by the Virginia Electric and Power Company.

D. The Staunton City Council desires to maintain utility services for its residents
during the Wharf reconstruction program and believes that a temporary utility easement is
necessary.

S The attached proposed temporary utility easement will permit the continuation of
Virginia Electric and Power Company’s utility services to Staunton residents.

F. These recitals are an integral part of this Resolution.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Staunton,
Virginia, as follows:

The City Manager is authorized to execute the proposed attached temporary utility
easement with the Virginia Electric and Power Company subject to legal approval by the City
Attorney.

Adopted this 13th day of August, 2026.

Michele D. Edwards, Mayor

(Lﬂm e R T

John Blair |
City Clerk




Ordinance No, 2026 - _z_"l

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 2.50, HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
OF TITLE 2, ADMINISTRATION, OF THE STAUNTON CITY CODE

Recitals

A. The Council of the City of Staunton, Virginia is empowered to establish
its own health department or to enter into a contract with the State Board of Health to
operate a local health department pursuant to Virginia Code Section 32.1-31.

B. The Council of the City of Staunton, Virginia currently contracts with the
State Board of Health to operate its health department.

C. The Staunton City Code still reflects that the City of Staunton
independently operates its own standalone health department and needs to be amended.

D. This matter has been properly heard and considered.
E. These recitals are deemed an integral part of this ordinance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of
Staunton, Virginia, that Chapter 2.50, Health Department, of Title 2, Administration, of
the Staunton City Code is hereby amended as follows:

Chapter 2.50
HEALTH DEPARTMENT

2.50.010 Created — Appointment and qualifications of health officer.
There is hereby created a health department for the c1ty—the—head—ef—whaeh—shal-l—be—t-he

See&ea%%—l—S(—)—ef—ﬂae—Gede—ef—V—&g-mm— wh1ch shall be estabhshed by contractual

arrangement with the Virginia Board of Health pursuant to Virginia Code Section 32.1-
30.




In all other respects, the provisions of Title 2, Administration, of the Staunton
City Code remain the same and are hereby restated, confirmed and reordained.

Introduced: 8” 3}%
Adopted: 8 I3)Z(a

Effective Date: < } 13 , z (-0

Wb 2 e

Michele D. Edwards, Mayor

ATTEST: Q)’Q/V\(O ) in 7[
] 1

C. Blair,
erk of Council
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Ordinance No. 2026 - 22

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 13.25, FLOURIDATION,
OF TITLE 13, ENVIRONMENT, OF THE STAUNTON CITY CODE

Recitals

A. The City of Staunton, Virginia is empowered to fluoridate its water supply
upon approval of the Virginia Board of Health.

B. The Virginia Board of Health has authorized the City of Staunton to
fluoridate its water supply.

C. The City of Staunton monitors and administers the fluoridation of its water
supply pursuant to regulations promulgated by the Virginia Board of Health.

D. This matter has been properly heard and considered.
E. These recitals are deemed an integral part of this ordinance.

NOVW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of
Staunton, Virginia, that Chapter 13.25, Flouridation, of Title 13, Environment, of the
Staunton City Code is hereby amended as follows:

Chapter 13.25
FLOURIDATION

13.25.020 Records generally.

In connection with the duties imposed by SCC 13.25.010, the department of public works
shall keep an accurate daily record showing, for each supply, the number of gallons
treated and the fluoride ion concentration in the distribution system at such points and at
such intervals as may be directed by the Virginia Department of Health health-officer.

13.25.030 Supervision by health officer — Copies of records to be furnished to health
officer.

The health-effieer director of public works shall have general supervision over treatment
of the public water supply with fluoride and the department of public works shall furnish
to the health department copies of the records specified in SCC 13.25.020, at daily,
weekly and monthly intervals, as required by the Virginia Department of Health health
officer.

13.25.040 Reports to council.
The director of public works health-efficer shall make periodic reports to the city council
of the fluoridation of the public water supply.

13.25.050 Surveys and research as to beneficial effect.



The director of public works health-officer shall, when possible, seek the cooperation of
educational and scientific institutions to conduct surveys and research as to the beneficial
effect, if any, of the water fluoridation program and project on the citizens of the city.

In all other respects, the provisions of Title 13, Environment, of the Staunton City
Code remain the same and are hereby restated, confirmed and reordained.

Introduced: I 13 lz o
Adopted: 8 '31 &
Effective Date: 8’!3) 2o
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Michele D. Edwards, Mayor
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Joln C. Blair,
Clerk of Council




