Swimming Pool Draining Guidelines
City of Staunton

During the spring and fall months, large amounts of water from swimming pools
and hot tubs may be discharged into the City's storm sewer system. These
storm drains outfall directly into the City’s local creeks and streams. Swimming
pool water can have devastating impacts on these waterbodies if not
managed properly. Swimming pool water may contain chlorine, bromine,
cleaning chemicals, and algaecides which can potentially harm fish and other
aquatic life.

According to State Regulations and the City of Staunton’s lllicit Discharge and
Connections Ordinance, individuals can discharge swimming pool water as
long as it meets certain criteria. The pool water needs to be clean freshwater
that has been dechlorinated, pH neutral, and
chemical-free.

Pool draining tips:

e Dispose of pool water into a sanitary sewer
system (highly recommended), but please
contact City Public Works prior to discharge

e Discharge pool water into a highly vegetated
area which allows the water to soak into the
ground

e Discharge pool water slowly

e Clean out pool of debris, floatables, and
solids

e Discharge pool water with a pH between 6.0 - 8.0

e Remove chlorine and bromine (use removal
agents or let untreated pool water sit for at least
10 days to dissipate)

e Chlorine levels should be less than one part per
1,000,000

e Allow heated water to cool for af least 10 days

e Minimize pool draining by properly maintaining
filtration equipment

For more information you can email us at
@stauntonstormwater@ci.staunton.va.us or call at 540-213-6517
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