Vehicle Washing Guidelines
City of Staunton

Vehicle washing activities can affect the water quality of local waterways if not
properly managed. Wash water from these activities contain contaminants such
as hydrocarbons, nutrients, silts, oils, and grease. This contaminated wash water
may flow into storm drains or into local streams, potentially harming fish and other
aquatic life.

According to State Regulations and the City of Staunton’s lllicit Discharges and
Connections Ordinance, only non-commercial vehicle washing may discharge
wash water to storm sewers or local waterways (although it is not recommended).
Any other entities discharging vehicle wash water into a storm sewer or waterway
are in violation of the City’s ordinance.

Residential car washing tips:

e Wash carin a grassy area or other permeable
surface

e Use non-toxic soaps (low or no phosphates)

e Minimize water usage by using hose nozzles
that automatically turn off when not in use

e Minimize amount of soap used by using a
bucket to re-soap wash rags

e Wash car at a commercial car wash where
the wash water is properly treated

Charity car washing tips (in addition to above):

e Partner with a commercial car wash whenever
possible

e Wash in areas where wash water is conveyed
to a sanitary sewer system

e Use a plug, seal or boom to prevent wash
water from entering a storm drain

e Empty buckets of soapy water into the sanitary
sewer via a drain, sink or toilet

For more information you can email us at
@stauntonstormwater@ci.staunton.va.us or call at 540-213-6517
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