A message from
the Staunton TRUANCY
Commonwealth’s Attorney:

The Staunton Commonwealth’s
Attorney’s Office views truancy as
a serious issue. Truancy is often a
gateway to delinquency and adult
criminal behavior.
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“Education is the most

powerful weapon which you Parents, give your children the

can use to change the world.” -
Nelson Mandela

best gift you can—a good
education. It's your job to make
sure your kids get to school on
time and stay there.

Students, your job is to stay in
school and to get the best
education you can. You are our Make your dreams a reality...
most important resource, and we
need you to obtain the best
education possible to lead us into School
the future.

The Path to Success Starts in

If you have any questions or need

“Half the battle is just showing further information, please

up.” - Stephen Hawking contact our office at (540) 332- é,IK' ,-Nm
ore, NTO

Jeffrey D. Gaines

Commonwealth’s Attorney



JUST THE FACTS...

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Did you know:

* Virginia law requires a child to attend
school all day every day until the age
of 18 or until the completion of an
approved program.

* Five days of unexcused absences
constitute a truancy problem.

* Because the law requires students to
attend school for the full day, truant
behavior includes being tardy and
leaving school.

* Every parent or guardian is
responsible for their child’s regular
and punctual attendance at school.

* Students over the age of 14 can be
detained for failing to comply with a
court’s order to attend school and
can also lose their privilege to drive.

* Parents or guardians can face fines
or jail time for failing to follow the
school attendance laws.

TRUANCY CAN LEAD TO SERIOUS PROBLEMS...

¢ The website of the Coalition for Juvenile Justice
states that "Chronic truancy has been shown to be a
risk factor for drug use, delinquency, adult
criminality, suicide attempts and employment
problems."

* A publication of the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation states that "A student who is
chronically absent any year between grades 8 and
12 is more than 7 times more likely to drop out.”

¢ Students who are truant are more likely to be
involved with gangs, drugs, alcohol, or violence.

* An article on the National Institutes of Health
website states that "Truancy appears to be a robust
predictor of substance use. The effect is likely to be,
in part, a result of the deleterious effects of reduced
school bonding and, in part, a result of the
unsupervised, risky time afforded by truancy."

¢ The website of the Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention, a federal agency, states as
follows: "The number of school days in a year is
essentially equal to the number of nonschool days
in a year. Despite this split, most (64%) violent
crimes committed by youth occur on school days."
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THE TRUANCY PROCESS

. Truancy procedures have been established

© in accordance with Virginia state law. When

" a student has incurred five unexcused

. absences from school, a school-based

. attendance meeting may be held to create a

- corrective plan. The aim of the conference is
to learn the reason for the child’s absences

. and to develop an Attendance Agreement to
resolve those issues. Failure to attend any
scheduled conference, failure to comply with
the Attendance Agreement, or further
unexcused absences may result in a petition

- or charges being filed in court.
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WHAT CAN WE DO TO HELP?

1. Contact the school each day your child is
going to be absent.

2. Send a note with your child explaining their
absence.

3. If your child is ill and sees a doctor, get a
medical excuse that explains how long your
child needs to be out of school

4. If your child has an ongoing medical
condition, make sure the school is aware.

5. Schedule family trips and appointments
when school is not in session.

6. Support the school by setting consequences
for your child if they go to school late or are
absent from school.

7. Talk with your child about the importance
of an education.

Jeffrey D. Gaines
Commonwealth’s Attorney
City of Staunton



